Introduction

Our Personal Evangelism heritage
Our first impulse toward soul-winning comes from God. We learn to love the souls of other people because God is love and has taught us how to love (1 John 4:19-21). The stories of godly people who have lived before us encourage us to take up the challenge and joy of soul-winning (Hebrews 11:1-40). When we consider that it was the love of a Christian that directed us to God, we feel the obligation and joy of teaching others about salvation in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 1:5-6). 

Our primary example of personal evangelism is the life of Jesus Christ. He came to earth on a mission from God. He taught multitudes, but He also taught individuals. Jesus died for the sins of the whole world (John 3:16). However, the sacrifice of Christ can only be fully realized and appreciated when each person considers that Christ died for individual human beings (Galatians 2:20). Every person who is saved comes to the same realization: “Jesus died for the masses, but He also died for me.” It is the realization of personal salvation that will urge individual Christians to bring individual sinners to Christ. In doing so, they are imitating the example of Christ who said, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:19).
The New Testament describes personal evangelism as a transferring of the mission of Jesus Christ. Our Lord came to earth to bring the message of salvation from God. The Great Commission of Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-19; Mark 16:15) transferred this mission to the apostles. When the apostles preached the gospel, the mission of making disciples was transferred to those who were saved. The chain of preaching and salvation has continued down to our time, and it is our mission to win souls for Christ until the Lord returns.
Impediments to Personal Evangelism
Those who are concerned about the salvation of souls and the progress of the church often face discouragement. A general enthusiasm for personal evangelism simply does not exist in many modern churches. Most Christians have become quite passive in their service and worship. There is a widely-held perception that only preachers, elders, and other appointed leaders are responsible for soul winning. This mind set tends to stagnate church growth and encourages worldly ways and attitudes. Gene Taylor (2005) has noted five reasons why more Christians are not involved in personal evangelism.
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1.Some are not truly converted
Many Christians are not willing to pay the cost of discipleship (Matthew 16:24). Some do not adopt the servant attitude (Romans 6:17-18); instead, they give only lip service to God. Christ has called us to become citizens in His kingdom (Colossians 1:13) but many Christians remain citizens of the world.  God’s people can never function as a spiritual family until they realize that they are the spiritual children of a heavenly Father (Galatians 3:26-27).
2. A wrong view of the local church. Too many Christians believe that large and wealthy congregations will naturally attract people and that personal evangelism is unnecessary. Such a superficial view of discipleship can only result in superficial Christians.  
3. A lack of understanding of individual responsibility. Although many Christians are not actively involved in service, the Bible makes clear that God’s people must choose to serve Him (Joshua 24:15). The strength of any group or organization is determined by the strength of its individual members. All Christians should be involved in the mission of the church, and this includes making new disciples. Every human being has a soul that will spend eternity somewhere. Only Christian influence will point them toward heaven. 
4. A failure to get involved. The realization of individual responsibility should lead to individual involvement. Some will say that they do not have the biblical knowledge or the Christian experience necessary for personal evangelism. Please consider that evangelism is a team effort and each member of the team can and should be involved in soul winning. A man was healed because four friends brought him to Jesus (Mark 2:1-5). No skill or training is required to bring a friend or loved one to a teacher or preacher of the gospel. Love is the only requirement. The parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-8) does not identify the sower as an expert. He simply sowed. God caused the good seed to grow and multiply (1 Corinthians 3:6).
5. A lack of sincere dedication and commitment.
Effective personal evangelism requires a sincere determination to serve God and win souls. Dedicated and committed people have changed history. Consider the examples of Noah, Joseph, Moses, Nehemiah, and Esther. Noah was not a boat builder; Moses had no leadership training; Joseph had no experience in directing national affairs; Nehemiah knew nothing of masonry; Queen Esther was not descended from royalty. Yet these people and many more served God because they were committed. They grew into their roles and became role models for generations of God’s people. In the New Testament, the record of the first century church is a record of people who were committed to the Great Commission.
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Lesson 1 Why is Personal Evangelism important?

To evangelize means to proclaim the good news of the gospel of Christ.  When Jesus gave the Great Commission to the eleven apostles, He said, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20). Notice that the Great Commission has two parts: 1) “Make disciples,” and 2) “teach them to observe all things I have commanded you.” Christians today are also under the obligation to convert and teach others. In other words, there is much to learn about Christian service after obedience to the gospel.

Paul says in Romans 1:14, "I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise."  Christians today are also debtors to non-Christians because we have the good news that can save their souls.  This places us under obligation to share the gospel with the lost so they can be saved.  Someone loved us enough to teach us the truth. We must show the same love to those who are lost. 

If people have not heard and learned the gospel they cannot obey it.  In 1 Peter 4:17 the question is asked, "What shall be the end of those who do not obey the gospel?"  The answer is given in 2 Thessalonians 1:8. The Lord will come "in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."  We do not want anyone to be lost. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:11, "Knowing the terror of the Lord we persuade men."  People are going to be lost forever if we don't teach them now!

The Lord doesn't want anyone to be lost.  We read in 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord...is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."  They can only come to repentance when they know what to do.  We also read in 1 Timothy 2:4, "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of the truth."  Because of what the Lord has done for us, we have the obligation to teach others so they can learn the truth and be saved.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:16, "Woe is to me if I preach not the gospel."  Christians are under obligation to tell the good news to others.

Jesus told His disciples, "Do you say there are still four months then comes the harvest?  Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields for they are white already to harvest" (John 4:35).  Our Lord was speaking of the spiritual harvest of souls who would be lost in eternity if they are not harvested.  There is an urgency to teach the lost. In Matthew 9:37-38 Jesus says, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  We must work in the Lord's harvest. If we do not, those we could have taught will be lost.
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In the first century the good news of the gospel caused such great excitement that "…daily in the temple and from house to house they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus" (Acts 5:42).  We need to be as excited and concerned today.  And even when those Christians were being heavily persecuted or killed, we read in Acts 8:4, "Therefore those who were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word."  What should keep us from preaching and teaching today?  We are not being persecuted.  We have many more advantages.  We have automobiles, airplanes, telephones, the Internet, and the printed page.  We are without excuse if we do not preach the gospel.

The Lord has commanded all Christians to teach the lost. Successful evangelism is accomplished one person at a time.  Evangelism is not only to be done in distant lands. We must also teach those near us, our next door neighbors.   God will be with us as we teach His word to the lost.  We will be successful because we read in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."  When we do what the Lord says to do, we will not fail.

When we teach the lost we cause all of Heaven to rejoice.  Jesus tells us that there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God when one sinner repents (Luke 15:7, 10).  We also have great joy when we teach the gospel to the lost.

Lesson 2 Sources of prospects

Prospects are everywhere.  The vast majority of people we come in contact with are lost (Matthew 7:13-14) and need to hear the gospel.  We must help them have an interest in spiritual matters and ask them to study the Bible with us. When they learn the truth of God's word and obey it, they can go to Heaven.  The only way to set up a personal Bible study is to ASK.  We need to have the parents’ permission for those who are not 18 years of age. Here is a list of prospects for Personal Evangelism.

1)  Children of members.  These have usually attended the church of Christ with their parents.  
2)  Spouses of members.  They usually have attended with their believing spouse. 
3)  Friends who attend youth functions with our youth.  These provide a contact that is many times overlooked.
4)  Non-members who attend ladies Bible class.  Those members who are their friends can be instrumental in helping you arrange a personal Bible study with the non-member.
5)  Benevolent contacts.  When we show care and concern for others, they are more likely to be open to a personal Bible study. 
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6)  Bible school and VBS contacts.  By their attendance they have indicated an interest in Bible study. 
7)  Visitors to worship services.  By their attendance they have displayed an interest in the church. 
8)  Hospital contacts.  Those having serious illness can see that their life could end at any time.
9)  Delinquent members.  We should always try to restore the fallen (James 5:20). 
10)  Neighbors.  We should want those who live near us in this world to also be with us in Heaven.  
11)  Fellow employees.  We work with these people five days a week.  We should find opportunities to speak with them about spiritual matters. 
12)  Door knocking.  This is a good way to find prospects in a neighborhood.  
13)  Friends and relatives of members.  These acquaintances can help you contact their friends and relatives and set up a Bible study with them.  
14)  Newcomers to town.  They are trying to find new friends and become a part of the community.    
15)  Visitors to your home.  We need to ask them to have a personal Bible study with us.     
16)  Those who take Bible correspondence courses.  These have already indicated an interest in Bible study.
17)  Funerals.  Those attending funerals are confronted with the brevity of this life. This can be a good opportunity to teach. 
18)  Jails and prisons.  Many people in prison realize they need to make some positive changes in their lives.  
19)  Rest homes.  People in rest homes appreciate visitors and may want a personal Bible study.   
20)  Newspaper and radio contacts.  These show an interest by responding to newspaper, television, and radio contacts. 
21)  Questioners and objectors.  People who question or object indicate an interest in a topic. Many are open to a discussion. 
22)  Friends of new converts.  Many new converts want their friends to hear the gospel. 
23)  People seeking counseling.  These people need and want to make changes in their lives.
24)  Those getting married.  A teaching opportunity is presented if the spouse of a church member is not a member.
25)  People undergoing trauma.  Many people who have serious problems look to God for help and may be good prospects.

Lesson 3 Setting up the study

1)Pray to God to help you to say the right thing, in the right way.  Pray for open doors. Pray for wisdom to take advantage of the opportunities.  Pray for open hearts. Pray for the prospect to have ease of understanding. 
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2)  Until a study is set up, it can’t be conducted.  To set up a study we must ASK.  We should not be afraid that we will make a mistake by asking a person to study the Bible with us. Remember, everyone has a precious soul. Always try to gain a study appointment with a definite time and date rather than just answering a few casual questions.             
3)  No single approach will work with all people.  Choose your approach according to the teaching prospect. Jude 22-23 says, "And on some have compassion, making a difference; and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh." 
4)  Be genuinely sincere when talking to someone about his soul.  Souls are precious, so we must not spare any effort to teach people the truth.  Love of the lost will cause us to work hard for the salvation of others. People will be more willing to listen to us if they really believe we care.   
5)  Be genuinely interested in the interests of others.  In choosing His apostles, Christ was interested in the fishing of Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  If we show interest in people and try to help them in time of need, they will be grateful to us.  If we show no interest in people, they will not be interested in what we have to say about the gospel.     
6)  Don’t be afraid to teach.  Most people are limited in their knowledge of spiritual matters. Therefore, you can teach them with confidence. 
7)  Get the person alone.  Christ talked to Nicodemus, Zacchaeus, and the Samaritan woman alone.  It is difficult to talk to a person about his soul in the presence of others. 
8)  Spend time in preparing people to hear.  Jesus did.  He often healed and fed people, and then they were in a proper frame of mind to listen.  
9)  Invite non-members to eat with you.  Christ ate with Zacchaeus.  It is said of the Lord in Matthew 9:11 that He ate "with publicans and sinners.” We should make friends with those who are not Christians so we can lead them to Christ. 
10)  Those we teach have convictions and opinions that are important to them. It is hard to give up old habits and long-held convictions. Be sensitive to their feelings and beliefs. 
11) Never argue with those we teach. Always maintain a calm composure and kind voice when talking to people about their salvation.  If you argue, a soul may be lost.  Many people want the truth and will welcome it if it is presented correctly.   
12)  Avoid a proud, excited, argumentative, or angry attitude.  Such attitudes produce opposition. 1) If you say "I’ll prove it to you", in his mind he thinks "I’d like to see you do it."  2) If you say "Let me show you", he thinks "Maybe so, but I won’t accept it from you if you do." It is better to say, "Could we see what the Bible says."  Don’t quote scriptures to him.  Ask him to read the scripture.
13)  We should not make the other person angry.  Most people don’t get angry because of the truth but because of the way truth is presented.  We must care enough about souls to teach in a kind and loving way without compromising the truth. 
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14)  Be alert for people who are undergoing trauma such as death of loved ones, serious illness, divorce, automobile accidents, and financial difficulties.  In times like these, people realize how vulnerable they are and may look to God for help.  Such occasions might provide an opportunity to talk to people about their souls.     
15)  A person must see that he is lost and needs the study.  Do not allow the person to make excuses.  Insist on a study. After all, the study is for the benefit of the lost person. People who are not interested make typical statements: 1) "Let me first ask my husband."  2) Would you phone me later?"  3) "I will study if it doesn’t take too long."  4) "I would like to ask my preacher." 





Lesson 4 What to say

Situation: Unexpected call (cold door knocking)
1) "Good morning sir. How are you today?” (His response.)  “We are on a campaign for Christ, sharing the gospel with people. We would like to share with you a very interesting Bible study. For instance how would you answer the first question on #8 (of Lesson #1)?" (His response.)
2) "Would you like to see what the Bible says?"  (His response.) Have him read the scripture.  Note: Have him to also read and answer the second and third questions.
3) "This is a three lesson study to help you to understand what God’s will is so that you can go to heaven.  We would be happy to go through these three lessons with you.  Would you like to do that?" (His response.)
4)  "We could study now or this evening at 7:00 PM. Which would you prefer?"
 
Situation: Approaching friends 
Example 1 "John, for a long time I have wanted  to talk with you about an important matter. I am interested in your relationship with God and your soul’s salvation.  I feel guilty for not having talked with you yet, and I’m sorry for the delay.  John, if you were to die tonight do you know for certain that you would have a home in Heaven?"  (Wait for his answer.)  "I can share with you from the Bible how you can go to Heaven. Would you like that?"  (His response.)  "We could study now or tomorrow evening at 7:00 PM. Which would you prefer?" 
Example 2 "John you’re a very fine individual, and I appreciate you as a friend.  You are honest, kind to your family, and a good person; but you are not a Christian.  You may have wondered why I haven’t talked with you before, but I just can’t continue without talking with you.  Have you thought 
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much about where you will spend eternity?" (His response.)  "I would like to
share with you a very interesting Bible study. For instance, how would you answer question #8 (of Lesson #1)?" (His response.)  Would you like to see what the Bible says?" (His response.)  (Have him to read the scripture.)  "This is a three lesson study to help you to understand what God’s will is so that you can go to Heaven.  We would be happy to go through these three lessons with you.  Would you like for us to do that?"
(His response.)  "We could study now or this evening at 7:00 PM, which would you prefer?" 
Example 3 "John we are going to one of two places in eternity, I want to go to Heaven. Which place do you want to go?" (His response)  "I can share with you from the Bible how you can go to Heaven. Would you like that?" (His response.)  We could study tonight or tomorrow night at 7:00 PM, which would you prefer?" 
Example 4 Someone might ask, "Do you believe that only members of the church of Christ are going to Heaven and everyone else is going to Hell?"  Here is a good answer: "John, it does not really matter what I believe, or what you believe, or what any other person believes.  What really matters is what the Bible says you need to do to go to Heaven.  Could I share with you what the Bible says that you need to do in order to go to Heaven?"

Lesson 5 Conducting the study

These suggestions will help you have a successful Bible study:
1)  Be on time.
2)  Take a silent partner with you.  You or your silent partner should be a woman if you are studying with a woman.
3)  Be sure to eliminate any distractions or disturbances.  Take a baby sitter if needed. 
4)  Be sure to take enough study materials, pencils, paper, and Bibles.
5)  Each one in the study should have his own lesson to answer.  All need to put their names on their lesson sheets. 
6)  A good place to study is at the kitchen or dining table. 
7)  Start with a prayer. 
8)  It is preferable that all involved in the study have the same Bible version. The prospect should use his own Bible regardless of the version.   
9)  Some typical beginning questions are 1) "Do you accept the Bible as the word of God?" 2) "Do you want to go to Heaven?"  3) "John, if you discover something in our study of God's word that you haven't done, would you be willing to change and do what God says?" 
10)  You should make clear that "We want to speak where the Bible speaks and remain silent where the Bible is silent and let the scriptures tell us what God wants us to do." 
11)  Tell them that if they do not understand something or have questions to let you know.
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12)  Have the individual and his or her spouse read the scripture.  Involve the individual in the study as much as possible.  Don't quote or read scripture to him.  This can provoke arguments.  Allowing the individual to read the truths, especially from his own Bible, will help hold his attention and have a positive influence on him.  
13)  Do not skip any scriptures or questions and do not proceed until all agree with what the scripture says.  If he answers the question incorrectly, ask him to read the scripture again. Then ask, "What does the Bible say?" 
14)  Use illustrations and explanations to help emphasize the point. 
15)  Do not preach to him, but let the Bible give the answers.  Never apologize for the truth or express regret or excuse for what the Bible says. The truth saves.   
16)  Don't argue - you will always lose.  We should never get angry or argumentative when discussing a religious point with others.  We read in 2 Timothy 2:24, "The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient."  When asked questions, try as much as possible to say, "Let us see what the Bible says." 
17)  Always show sincere concern and interest.  If we do all the talking in the study, we will fail to get the other person's viewpoint.  If we will let him express himself, we can work at the problem from his point of view and not from our own.  If we will not listen to him, how can we expect him to listen to us?  
18)  Do not allow the one you are studying with to stray from the lesson. Stay focused.  
19)  This study can be covered in one, two, three, or four study appointments. Experience teaches that a study with three lessons is preferable. 
20)  With this study you don’t have to remember a lot of scriptures. 
21)  If a person believes that his sins were taken away before his baptism and that he was saved before his baptism, then he still has all of his sins. This means that he is still lost.  The lost must understand it is at baptism that God forgives us of all of our sins, gives us salvation, and makes us one in Christ.   
22)  This study involves the individual and teaches the individual what he must do to be saved. He learns that denominationalism is wrong and that the Lord established only His one church. He also learns what God expects of an individual when he becomes a Christian. Remember these three points:  1) The one who has not obeyed the gospel is lost.  2) The gospel is God's power to save the lost. 3) We are the vessels through which the gospel is carried to the lost.
23)  In winning souls, we use God's word to: 1) Arouse within the lost the realization of their lost condition.  2) Guide them into an understanding of God's plan of salvation.  3) Excite within them a desire for this salvation.  No work requires so much patience and perseverance as soul winning.  We have the greatest message the world has ever known.  Millions are searching for it
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but have not found it.  They have been distracted by denominationalism, worldly pleasures, sin, etc.  Many would gladly give these up for the pure gospel of Christ if they only knew its saving power. 

Lesson 6 Persuasion

Using persuasion
Personal Evangelism seeks to persuade or convince people to obey the gospel. To persuade means to cause someone to do something especially by reasoning, urging, or inducement. Persuasion means to convince. Some are opposed to the use of persuasion. They believe that we should merely present the gospel and then let the sinner make up his own mind about obeying or rejecting it.  Yet those who object to persuasion in evangelism use persuasion in many areas of their own lives. We all ask people to change their minds or habits. Before we use persuasion in evangelism, we must properly teach the individual. We must make sure the individual understands the plan of salvation.
 
Bible examples of persuasion
1)  2 Corinthians 5:11 "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men".  We should not want anyone to be lost. 
2)  Acts 2:40 "And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation."  When Peter preached the gospel in all of its power and simplicity, he did not sit down at the end of his presentation.  Peter was trying to persuade them to accept the gospel.  Why?  Because they were lost and doomed to the fires of an eternal burning Hell.  We must use every legitimate means at our disposal to rescue those who are lost in sin. 
3)  Jude 22-23 "And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh." 
4)  Luke 14:16-23 (Parable of The Great Supper) "Then the master said to the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled." 
5)  Acts 13:43 "Many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God."  (This was at Antioch in Pisidia.  Here we see persuasion is accomplished through speaking.)
6)  Acts 18:4 "And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews and Greeks."  (Paul was at Corinth.  Persuasion is also accomplished through reasoning.) 
7)  Acts 18:13 "Saying, This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the law."  (We today should persuade people to worship God correctly.) 
8)  Acts 19:26 "Moreover you see and hear that not only at Ephesus, but 
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throughout almost all Asia, this Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands."  (Persuasion can be accomplished through seeing and hearing.  The lost can be persuaded through seeing the sincere interest of a Christian who cares enough to go and teach them.) 
9)  Acts 26:28 "Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian."  (Not all efforts of persuasion are successful, but if persuasion is absent, few will be saved.) 
10)  Acts 28:23 "So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening."  (Paul was at Rome persuading the Jews.) 
11)  Acts 21:14 "So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, ‘The will of the Lord be done.’"  (This is Agabus trying to persuade Paul to not go to Jerusalem.  If people cannot be persuaded, we must leave them alone for a while.) 
12)  Acts 24:24-25 (NIV) "As Paul talked about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, ‘That’s enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you’” (Paul persuaded Felix the Roman governor to the point that he trembled.) 
13)  Acts 18:28 "For he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ."

Lesson 7 Closing the study

After teaching the prospect about the plan of salvation and his need to obey, follow these suggestions for a successful close or conclusion of the Bible study.  
1)  Establish a need – Before one can be led to obey the gospel, he must first realize he is a sinner doomed to the fires of Hell. 
2)  Display a loving and caring attitude - Use a low, calm tone of voice. 
3)  Eliminate objections before the close – "John, if in the course of our study tonight you were to discover something the Lord wanted you to do that you have not done, would there be anything to keep you from doing it tonight?" 
4)  Ask the individual to respond.  "John let's go to the church building right now so that you can be baptized into Christ." 
5)  Close in the affirmative – By asking a series of questions which he answers “yes” to.
A. Do you love Jesus?
B. If you love Jesus, will you obey Him?
C. Do you want to please Jesus?
D. Do you want to go to heaven?
E. Is it your understanding that one has to be baptized to be saved?
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F. Since Jesus wants you to be baptized and you understand the importance of being baptized, wouldn’t it please Jesus for you to be baptized right now?
G. Fine, let’s go right now. (Stand up)
6)  Silence – Ask the prospect to be baptized and then remain silent. 
7)  Change places with him – "Suppose that you are I and I am you, and
you have taught me what God wants me to do to be saved.  Let us suppose 
that I see the need to be baptized so I can be saved and go to heaven. However, I don’t intend to do anything about it.  What would you tell me?  Please tell me what you would say if you really loved my soul and wanted me to go to Heaven." 
8)  Emotional close – Relate an incident with which you are personally acquainted with in which the sinner hesitated to obey the gospel and died in a lost condition.  "But the tragic thing about it is, he will not have another opportunity.  You have an opportunity right now, but do you know if you will have another opportunity after tonight?  Then let’s go and take care of this matter right now." 
9)  Help the individual face the consequences – "John, do you realize what you have just said?  You are telling God that the death of His Son on the cross on your behalf is not important to you.  You are rejecting the salvation that God wants to give to you.  John, God is going to put you in one of two places: Heaven or Hell.  Now you have just rejected Heaven.  What does that leave you?" (Remain silent and wait for his answer.) 
10)  Reassurance – 1) “John, have I shared anything with you that is not from the Bible?”  2) “Have I taken anything out of context?”  3) “Then the conclusions you have come to are your conclusions based on God’s word, aren’t they?”  4) “So if you do what the Bible says, whose will are you obeying?”  5) “Can you go wrong if you do what God’s word says to do?” 
11)  Comparison – Compare what he believes with what the Bible teaches.  Or compare the advantage of being in Christ with that of being outside of Christ.  "Which one is according to the Bible?"  Or "Which one will God accept?" 
12)  Welcome objections - Don’t be afraid of objections.  Objections tell you what he thinks and feels?  1) "John, your question is: ‘Why wasn’t the thief baptized?’ Is that right?”  2) “John, do you have any other questions?”  3) “If we can answer this question to your satisfaction is there anything else that would keep you from being baptized tonight?" 
13)  Key words to use in closing – 1) Why or Why Not – The individual cannot answer honestly without committing himself.  "Why are you waiting?"  "Why not be baptized now?" 2) Let’s – This is a cooperative and unselfish word, which leaves the idea that you and the one you are studying with are trying to work the matter out together.  "Let’s see what the Bible says."  Or "Let’s go now to the building and baptize you into Christ." 3) When – Indicate a specific time and impress upon him the urgency of the matter.  "When does the Lord want you to be baptized?" 4) Which – "Which one is according to the Bible?"  "Which one will God accept?" 
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14)  Every time you try to close you are checking the individual’s spiritual pulse to see how near he is to being baptized.  If you try to close and he does not respond, give him some more teaching concerning the questions he has. Then try for a close again.  Continue to persuade as long as you can.  Acts 2:40 "And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation."
15)  Always leave the door open for further studies – Try other studies such as Open Bible Study, Jule Miller, etc.

Lesson 8 Handling objections and answering questions

Handling objections
We should welcome objections because they will help us lead an honest person to obey the gospel.  Objections tell what the one you are teaching thinks and feels.  They tell us how near he is to obeying the gospel.  It may be a sign the objector is seeking more information.  The average objector is a novice, and his knowledge is quite limited.  He is a learner who needs to be taught.  Do not take his objections as rejection.  While he is saying “not yet” or “no,” he may really want you to convince him.

Listen to the objector carefully and hear him out completely.  This will help to persuade him.  Treat the objection as a question which will help eliminate tension.  Restate the objection as a question and ask him if you understand him correctly.  For example you might say, "John, your question is, 'Why wasn't the thief on the cross baptized?'  Is that right?  John, do you have any other questions?  If I could answer this question to your satisfaction, is there anything else that would keep you from being baptized tonight?"
If the objection has nothing to do with the point you are trying to make, do not deal with it at that time.  Say, "John that is a good question.  Let me write it down and study on it and then we can deal with it later.”

Avoid a proud, excited, argumentative, or angry attitude.  Such an attitude will cause opposition to your teaching. Proverbs 15:1 says, "A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger."  It is better to say, "Could I share with you what the Bible says about this matter?" We should talk with the objector in a calm and quiet voice, particularly if he is becoming agitated or angry.  Colossians 4:6 says, "Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer every man." 

Many religious people believe they are saved by "faith only.” Others think they are saved when they "accept Jesus as their personal savior" and say the "sinner’s prayer.” They say that one does not have to be baptized to be saved because salvation occurs before baptism. But where in the Bible are we told this?  It is not there.  This idea sounds good and impressive, but it is false. God cannot be pleased with teaching that goes against scripture. Many will be lost because they have believed a lie.
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Answering Questions: 1 Peter 3:15, "And be ready to give an answer to every man who asks you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.”  Below are some suggestions on how to answer an objector's questions.

1)  Question: "Do you believe that only members of the church of Christ are going to Heaven and everyone else is going to Hell?"  
Response: "John, it doesn't matter what I believe, or what you believe, or what anyone else believes.  What really matters is what God says in the Bible.  Could I share with you what the Bible says we must do in order to go to Heaven?"
2)  Question: "Do you think my mother and father are in Hell?"  
Response: "Knowing you, I am sure you had wonderful parents, but we are not their judge. God is.  You are not going to give an account for your parents, but for yourself.  Could I share with you what the Bible says we must do in order to go to Heaven?"
3)  Question: "What will happen to someone who has never heard of Christ or the Bible?"  
Response: "John, the important question right now is, what is going to happen to you? You have a chance to know what God's will is.  Could I share with you what the Bible says we must do in order to go to Heaven?"
4)  Question: "What about all of those hypocrites in the church?" 
Response: "Hypocrites get married, play golf, drive cars, rent houses, and run businesses.  Would you not do these things because hypocrites do them?  The hypocrite will be lost, but do you also want to be lost along with the hypocrite?" Consider this: if a hypocrite is standing between you and God, who is closer to God?
5)  Question: "Do you doubt my sincerity?"  
Response: "No I believe you are sincere, but sincerity alone will not get us to Heaven."
 
Lesson 9 Questions to ask about one's salvation

(Below are some questions that you might want to ask the one you are studying with before you teach him anything about baptism)

1)  Have you been saved?
2)  How old were you when you were saved?
3)  Did you go forward in church when you were saved?
4)  Was it on Sunday morning, Sunday night, or Wednesday night when you went forward?
5)  Did you accept Jesus as your personal Savior when you went forward?
6)  Did you or the preacher say the "Sinner's Prayer" for you when you went forward?
7)  Were you saved and your sins forgiven when you went forward in church?
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8)  If you had been killed in a car wreck, on the day you went forward, as you were going home from church, would you have gone to Heaven?
9)  Have you been baptized?
10) How long after you were saved were you baptized?
11) So you say that at age ____ you went forward in church and you got saved and your sins forgiven and then you were baptized ____ weeks later?
12) So you say that you were saved and your sins were forgiven ____ weeks before you were baptized?
13) So your baptism had nothing to do with your being saved and nothing to do with your sins being forgiven? Are you saying you were saved and your sins were forgiven before you were baptized?

Note: If a person is baptized, but not for the purpose of being saved and not to have his sins forgiven, that baptism does not save him. Because God did not forgive his sins, he is still lost and still has every sin he has ever committed.  We must obey God by doing what God says to do when God says to do it, how God says to do it, and for the reason God says to do it.
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