Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

The Sermon on the Mount has been called “the Christian code of ethics” and “the instruction book for daily Christian life.” It is recorded in Matthew 5-7. A shorter account of the sermon is found in Luke 6:20-49. The teachings of Jesus in this sermon are intended as guiding principles for the Christian’s interaction with God and others. It is the longest and most profound recorded sermon of Jesus. The words of Jesus spoken on the Galilean mountain have comforted and inspired generations of Christians. 

The Preacher
Matthew records in chapters 3 and 4 the preparatory preaching of John the Baptist. As the forerunner of Jesus, John announced: “the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2). After Jesus began His own ministry at Capernaum (Matt. 4:12), He preached a message similar to John’s         (Matt. 4:17). He called His disciples to follow Him (Matt. 4:18-21) and went about teaching and healing (Matt. 4:23-25). 

Christ was the most qualified of preachers because He was the promised Messiah who was authenticated by the voice of God and by miracles that occurred during His ministry. Our Lord embodied every qualification and virtue of the true gospel preacher. As the Son of God, the preaching qualifications of Jesus were unique and worthy of imitation: 1) His exemplary faith, even in the face of temptation and death; 2) His conviction of the truth and authority of God’s word; 3) His condemnation of false teachers and hypocritical piety; 4) His reliance on the power of prayer; and 5) His commitment to walk on the narrow way that leads to life.

When He delivered the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus stood between the Old and New Testaments. All that the prophets had said regarding Him would soon be fulfilled, and His disciples would later take His message to the entire world. His exemplary life and His sacrificial offering of Himself on the cross have inspired generations of preachers to imitate their Master in the proclamation of the gospel.

The Audience
Though many followed Jesus for the bread He provided, the true disciples of our Lord recognized His divine authority and the importance of His teaching. Several followers became regular disciples (followers or learners). Among the listeners on this occasion were the 12 disciples whom He had recently
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chosen (Matt. 4:18-21; 10:1-4; Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16). Many people besides the 12 disciples were also present (Matt. 5:1). When Jesus had finished His sermon, we are told that the crowds (His disciples, plus the larger audience) were amazed at His teaching (Matt. 7:29). 
 
We should note that the multitudes who listened to the Sermon on the Mount represented only a small portion of those who would eventually hear the words of Jesus spoken on that occasion. His disciples repeated His sermon to others in near and distant places (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; 8:4). Eventually, the message spread to the ends of the earth and will be preached until the end of time. This is the spirit of the Great Commission of our Lord and Savior. 

The Political Context
The Jewish people were under Roman rule during the lifetime of Jesus. Most Jews expected the Messiah to be a military and political leader who would deliver them from the yoke of Rome. They thought the Messiah would establish a prosperous Jewish kingdom similar to that of David and Solomon. However, Jesus would not allow Himself to be mistaken for a worldly king. He said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the disciples how to become spiritual citizens in the spiritual kingdom.

The Religious Context
Four significant religious factions existed among the Jews during the ministry of Jesus: the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Essenes, and the Zealots. These religious groups differed in their expectation of the Messiah and in their relationship to the Roman Empire.

The Pharisees had the favor of most Jews because they strictly kept divine laws and religious tradition. They believed in the resurrection of the dead and eternal life. Jesus often chastised the Pharisees because of their hypocrisy. They introduced many religious customs and traditions to suit themselves and which were contrary to the law given by Moses. 

The Sadducees were religious liberals who were more concerned with politics than religion. They focused on the present and discounted the supernatural, including the resurrection of the dead, spiritual beings, and the afterlife. Many Sadducees were rich aristocrats and priests who held the majority of seats in the Sanhedrin and associated with the Romans.
				2
The Essenes led austere lives as ascetics and lived separate from the rest of society. They were opposed to all worldly associations and pleasure and considered themselves to be the guardians of divine teaching. They maintained libraries of ancient manuscripts which have enabled scholars to verify the accuracy of the Bible. 

The Zealots were fanatical nationalists known for their radical political activism and opposition to pagan Rome. Their concern for the national and religious life of the Jewish people led them to despise even Jews who sought peace and conciliation with the Roman authorities. They eventually took up arms against the Romans (A.D. 66-70), and many Zealots were killed. Others committed suicide rather than surrender to the Roman forces.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus addresses each of these religious philosophies. He condemns the hypocrisy of Pharisees who claimed to be teachers and caretakers of the law but who had instead perverted the law by adding their own customs and traditions to it. By contrast, Jesus shows that he came to fulfill the law as God originally gave it. Jesus exposes the religious error of the Sadducees through His many references to judgment and the afterlife. By showing that God is interested in His creatures and cares for their every physical and spiritual need, Jesus proves the asceticism of the Essenes to be a false philosophy. The emphasis of Jesus on the kingdom of heaven speaks against the Zealots who were more interested in preserving the Jewish state and making it independent from Rome.

The Biblical Context: Old Testament vs. New Testament
The Sermon on the Mount offers several contrasts between the physical or worldly nature of the Old Testament and the spiritual nature of the New Testament. 1) The Old Testament ended with the warning of a curse (Mal. 4:6); the New Testament begins with the promise of blessing (Matt. 5:3-12). 2) The Old Testament was characterized by Mount Sinai; the New Testament is characterized by Mount Zion (Heb. 12:18-24). 3) The Old Testament was the book of Adam, whose story is tragic; the New Testament is the book of Jesus, whose story is triumphant. 4) The Old Testament gave the law to show man in his misery; the New Testament gives life to show man in his bliss. 5) The Old Testament law made sins known; the New Testament message offers the Savior.

The Biblical Context: The difference Jesus makes
Jesus presents the law as a means to recognize our sins. Only then could 
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come the offer of salvation. Paul states that the law was “a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ” (Gal. 3:24). The Sermon on the Mount clarifies the reasons for the curse: man cannot be saved by his own righteousness. Only God can provide salvation from sin. 

The Biblical Context: The folly of human philosophy and false theology
In the Sermon on the Mount, the Jews are rebuked for their religious externalism. Jesus shows that their formal prayers were mechanical and without feeling while their ceremonial cleanliness ignored the spiritual component of godliness. An excessive concern for their daily bread ignored God’s providence while their hypocritical fasting emphasized a desire to be recognized for an external holiness rather than seeking a closer spiritual relationship with God. Tithing with the intent to gain praise for liberality was condemned by Jesus as well. By condemning religious externalism, Jesus emphasized a deeper spiritual relationship with God.
The Message: The Kingdom of Heaven and Righteous Character 
Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus emphasizes “the kingdom of heaven” (5:3; 5:10; 5:19; 5:19; 5:20; 6:10; 6:33; 7:21). He begins by offering blessings to those who will be citizens of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus makes it clear that the blessedness offered is not dependent on self-effort or self-righteousness. This is the great distinction between the Old Law and the New Law. The new nature and character of Kingdom subjects has a spiritual basis that results from a new relationship. Notice that Jesus does not say,  “Live like this, and you will become the children of God.” Rather, He says, “Live like this because you are the children of God.” Taken as a whole, the Sermon on the Mount gives the answer to the question, “What shall be the character of the citizens of the Kingdom of God?” 
In 5:1-20 Jesus defines the nature of Christian character. The beatitudes show the traits and benefits of this character. In the parables of salt and light, the result of Christian character is described. Jesus goes on to explain the disciple’s relationship to Christ and the Law and emphasizes that the righteousness of Kingdom citizens must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees.
In 5:21-7:6 Jesus gives examples of Christian  character by describing attitudes toward forgiveness (5:21-26), adultery (5:27-30), divorce (5:31-32), 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]oaths (5:33-37), revenge (5:38-42), love (5:43-48), giving (6:1-4), prayer (6:5-15),fasting (6:6-18), riches (6:19-24), anxiety (6:25-34), and judging (7:1-6).
In7:7-27Jesus admonishes His disciples to pursue this character by making right choices. The choices include a proper prayer life (7:7-11); living according to the Golden Rule (7:12); choosing the better of the two ways (7:13-14); having the proper attitude toward false teachers (7:15-20); avoiding a false profession of faith (7:21-23); and choosing the proper foundation for their spiritual lives (7:24-29).
The Setting of the Sermon on the Mount
The exact location where Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount is not known. It must have been near the Sea of Galilee. Numerous events in the history of God’s people have occurred upon or near mountains. Noah’s ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat (Genesis 8:4). Abraham offered Isaac on Mount Moriah (Genesis 22:2). The Law was given at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:20). Elijah won a victory against the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18). Jesus triumphed over the temptations of Satan on an exceedingly high mountain (Matthew 4:8-10). Christ was transfigured upon a mountain and the supremacy of His teaching over the Law of Moses was announced by God on the same occasion (Matthew 17). Our Lord was crucified on Mount Calvary (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19). Jesus gave the Great Commission on a Galilean mountain and ascended into heaven from the Mount of Olives (Matthew 28; Mark 16).

A mountain setting gives a natural advantage to a speaker with a large audience. The mountain on which Jesus preached this sermon lent a noble atmosphere to His address. The location helped His listeners not only to hear His words but to sense their importance and to realize that they were in the presence of God.
Study I
The Christian’s Character Part I: Matthew 5:1-6 
The Beatitudes
The English term beatitude is derived from the Latin word beatus which means “blessed” or “happy.” In each of the eight beatitudes, Jesus defines the character (spiritual state, attitude) of those who are citizens of the kingdom of God. Then he pronounces the reward that such a person can expect. 
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We should notice that Jesus does not describe eight different types of people. In fact, every child of God should possess all of these characteristics. We should also understand that “blessed” does not mean that the follower of God is necessarily happy or prosperous. In fact, holiness does not guarantee earthly wealth or happiness. Instead, the beatitudes reflect the presence of the Kingdom in our lives and indicate a right relationship with God. 

Each beatitude has three parts. First, Jesus makes a pronouncement of blessedness; kingdom citizens are assured that they will receive the approval and blessings of God. Then, Jesus describes the character and nature of those who receive God’s blessings: they are “poor in spirit,” “meek,” “merciful,” etc. Finally, Jesus pronounces the reward that such a person can expect (“they shall be comforted,” “they shall obtain mercy,” etc.).

In their arrangement, the beatitudes are similar to the Ten Commandments
Ten Commandments
· I – V 	deal with man’s obligations to God.
· VI – X 	deal with man’s obligation to man.
· Jesus condensed the Ten Commandments to two 
(Matt. 22:40).
Beatitudes
· 1 – 4 deal with attitudes toward God.
· 5 – 8 deal with attitudes toward others.

Blessed are the poor in spirit… (v. 3)
To be poor in spirit means to be humble. It is a spiritual mindset that is in complete contrast to the attitude of those who are proud and self-sufficient. To feel a poverty of spirit means to acknowledge complete dependence on God. Just as beggars depend on the benevolence of others for their daily sustenance, those who are poor in spirit realize that all spiritual blessings come from God and that they have no means apart from God to be saved from sin and gain eternal life. In this life and the next, those who humble themselves before God and acknowledge their poverty of spirit will enjoy the benefits of citizenship in the kingdom of heaven.

The blessing promised to the poor in spirit is the kingdom of heaven. Jesus taught that the Church He established and the kingdom of heaven were one and the same (Matt. 16:18-19). As members of the redeemed church, those who have been kingdom citizens on earth will also inherit the kingdom of heaven in the afterlife (Rev. 21:1-4). 
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Old Testament examples of “poor in spirit.”
1. Ps. 34:18 “The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.”
2. Ps. 51:17 “My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.”
3. Isaiah 57:15 “I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to  revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.”
4. Isaiah 66:2 “These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word.”

A comparison of the Pharisee and the publican (Luke 18:9-14) illustrates the opposite characters of kingdom citizens and the citizens of the world.

              The Pharisee                                                       The Publican
1. Trusted in himself (not God)		1. Trusted in God 
2. Proud					2. Humble	
3. Self-righteous				3. Felt guilty
4. Despised others

Blessed are they that mourn… (v. 4) 
This beatitude raises the question, “What kind of sorrow can produce joy?” It is paradoxical to say that the unhappy are happy, yet this is precisely what Jesus calls us to believe. He means that those who mourn because of their spiritual poverty will somehow experience joy. This is the essential value of repentance in the scheme of redemption. Until those who are spiritually bankrupt acknowledge that they are hopelessly lost without the blessings of God, they can never experience the joy of forgiveness and the fulfillment of Christian service. Seen in this light, the blessedness of mourning makes sense.

Those who mourn are promised the blessing of comfort. This is the greatest need of those who sorrow. The forgiveness of sin, together with the fellowship of Christian brethren who have likewise been forgiven, is a source of incomparable spiritual comfort.
 
Blessed are the meek… (v. 5)
Some Bible translations have the word gentle, patient, or humble in this place. In any case, we must not confuse meekness with weakness. Kingdom citizens will make an honest personal assessment and realize that God loves them in spite of their faults and failures. This is a humbling experience 
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that puts our relationship to God and our fellow men in a true light. No matter how high the title or great the wealth one may attain, only God can give the blessings that truly last.

The meek are promised an inheritance. In this place, that inheritance is described as “the earth” or “the land.” This imagery was familiar to the Jews, who had inherited Canaan in fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham. Jesus has in mind another inheritance, “the new heaven and new earth” or the Christian’s heavenly home. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… (v. 6) 
Hunger and thirst are strong desires. They who hunger and thirst for righteousness have a desire which the world cannot fulfill. Obedience to the gospel of Christ produces spiritual fruit to satisfy spiritual hunger and thirst.

Jesus speaks of those who have a deep sense of sin, who seek righteousness in their own lives and desire the salvation of all who are lost. Jesus promises that God will never fail to supply every spiritual need of those who truly seek to do His will (Jn. 4:14; 6:35).

Study II 
The Christian’s Character Part II: Matthew 5:7-12
Blessed are the merciful… (v. 7)
Every blessing we receive from God is a proof of His mercy. Showing mercy to others is an imitation of God’s mercy. James tells us that our mercy is associated with wisdom that comes from above (Jas. 3:17). Kingdom citizens who have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus will wish to show mercy to others. “Freely you have received; freely give” (Matt. 10:8). Ironically, even unmerciful people recognize the virtue of mercy (Luke 10:37). In several places in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus promotes an attitude of mercy when He speaks of forgiveness (Matt. 6:13), non-retaliation (Matt. 5:38-42), and love for our enemies (Matt. 5:44).  

Jesus promises mercy to the merciful (Matt. 5:7; Matt. 25:34-40). Jesus withdraws His mercy from the unmerciful (Matt. 6:14; Matt. 25:41-46). Kingdom citizens will not wish to be merciful in order to obtain mercy; they will be merciful because they have already received mercy from God.
Blessed are the pure in heart… (v. 8)
The external actions of good works and love for others begin with the 
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internal purity of mind, motives, and principles. Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus condemns the hypocrisy of religious people who serve God from impure motives. It is not enough to be externally righteous (Matt. 5:20; 6:2; 6:5; 6:16). Instead, Jesus encourages His followers to seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33).

The promise to the pure in heart is that they shall see God. In one sense, all shall see God because He will judge all on the last day. Kingdom citizens will see God at work in their lives here on earth, and they will also enjoy the presence of God in heaven forever.

Blessed are the peacemakers… (v. 9)
Kingdom citizens are to use their influence to reconcile opposing parties, especially among brethren. In every human relationship, in and out of the kingdom, Christians are to discourage discord and promote peace.

Jesus promises that peacemakers will be called the children of God. These words are spoken by the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). As children resemble their earthly parents, so should the children of God resemble their heavenly Father who is the author of peace (1 Cor. 14:33).

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness… (v. 10)
Note that Jesus does not pronounce a blessing upon all who are persecuted. Only those who suffer because they stand for truth and righteousness receive the approval and blessing of Christ. Criminals are justly punished because they are law breakers, whereas kingdom citizens may rightly glorify God if they suffer as Christians (1 Pet. 4:16).

As with those who are poor in spirit, Jesus promises the kingdom of heaven to His followers who are persecuted because of righteousness. Jesus Himself suffered and died unjustly at the hands of unrighteous men. He knows the pain and sorrow of persecution, but He also knows the joy of victory over the forces of evil.

In summary, the beatitudes present a portrait of the fully developed kingdom citizen. Followers of Christ who sense their poverty of spirit will mourn because their meekness does not imitate that of the Savior. They will hunger and thirst even more for righteousness, although they may suffer because of 
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their faith. Kingdom citizens with this attitude will exercise mercy, keep their hearts pure, and promote peace within the kingdom and throughout the world. Having developed a Christ-like character, they will receive the blessings promised by our Lord.

Study III 
A Christian’s Influence: salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16)
Having described the character required of kingdom citizens, Jesus now discusses the evidence and influence of Christian character. The result of a well-developed Christian character is spiritual fruit (Matt. 7:16-20; Gal. 5:22-23). To illustrate the influence, or fruit, of kingdom citizens, Jesus uses two examples familiar to all in His audience: the nature and influence of salt and light.

Salt was so valuable and desirable in the ancient world that it was sometimes used as a form of money. Cities were established in places where salt was produced and traded. Jesus evidently chose to compare Christian influence to 
salt because of the peculiar and beneficial properties of that mineral. 1) Salt acts as a preservative. Even in modern times, salt is used to keep meat and other perishable materials from spoiling. In the ancient world, salt was indispensable for preservation. In a similar manner, Christians exercise a preservative influence on others in that they preserve and transmit Christian principles to a world that is spoiled by sin and doomed to destruction without the preservative influence of the gospel. 2) Salt has a flavoring effect on many foods and is widely used as a spice. Christians have a similar influence by demonstrating their love, care, and kindness to others. 3) Salt creates thirst. Christians seek to motivate people to have a desire for the word of God that can only be satisfied by Jesus (Jn. 4:10-15; Jn. 7:37). 4) Salt purifies and heals. Kingdom citizens who have themselves been purified by the word of God (Jas. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:22) will seek to share their salvation with others. For this reason, Jesus warns His disciples not to lose their “saltiness” because by doing so, their Christian influence will be diminished. Kingdom citizens should never forget that although they are in the world, they are not of the world (Jn. 17:16).

Light is unique among natural phenomena and possesses many traits that compare to the unique nature of kingdom citizens. 1) Light is energy. Almost all energy produced and used on earth has its origin in the sun (wind, weather, biological life processes, etc.). The sun’s strength is derived from 
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God, its creator. The same may be said of Christians. 2) Light has a source. It was originally spoken into existence by God (Gen. 1:3) and has ever since been a source of illumination and warmth for all creation. Salvation comes from God through Jesus Christ. Those who are saved are said to be changed from darkness to light (Col. 1:12-13). 3) Light can be channeled, magnified, diminished, or extinguished. This means that our Christian light may be great or small, depending on our spiritual growth. It also means that we may be used as the instrument of God to bring light to others, or we can hide or extinguish our own spiritual light. 

Jesus says that His followers are the light of the world. This means we must have the light, and we must let our lights shine. We should keep in mind that our light does not originate with us. Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun to the earth, the Christian reflects to others the light of God. Although our individual light may be small or dim, many small candles will light a large room. In a similar way, many Christians working together can take the light of God to the entire world. These words of Jesus point out two facts. The world is bad and needs salt; the world is dark and needs light.
 
Study IV 
A Christian’s Righteousness Part I: Christ, the Christian and the Law (Matthew 5:17-20) 
Next, Jesus defines Christian character and good works in terms of righteousness. He says that Christians are to hunger for righteousness (v. 6), but their righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees (v. 20). 
Moreover, Christians will suffer because of their stand for righteousness (v. 10). He also defines the relationship between the New Testament and the Old Testament. In this section, we see the distinction between the gospel and the law as well as the relationship that Jesus has with both the Old Testament and the New Testament. As if to answer an unspoken question, Jesus says, “Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets.”
The scribes were submissive to the law and respected the law’s authority, but Jesus speaks with his own authority. He says repeatedly, “But I tell you…” (Mat. 5:22; 5:28; 5:32; 5:39; 5:44). People were amazed by the teaching of Jesus because “He taught as one who had authority…” (Matt. 7:29). It was natural to think that Jesus intended to abolish the authority of the Old Testament, but He assured His audience that He came to fulfil the law (Matt. 5:17). He revealed the true meaning of scripture, fulfilled prophecies about the Messiah, and kept the law perfectly by obeying it completely.
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The righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees was external. Jesus rejected their superficial religion and supplied the true interpretation of the law. He makes it clear that true righteousness comes from the heart. This teaching had been given long ago by several prophets.  “I will put my law within them, and I will write it upon their hearts” (Jer. 31:33). “I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes” (Ezek. 36:27). Jesus makes it clear that entrance into the new kingdom of God requires a new way of thinking (Isa. 55:8-9); a new righteousness (Mat. 5:20); and a new birth (Jn. 3:3).

The rest of Matthew Chapter 5 contains examples of this greater righteousness. Six parallel passages illustrate the principles Jesus has taught. Each passage contains a contrast between what has been said versus what Jesus says. Notice that Jesus gives a deeper, spiritual meaning to each teaching that had been received by the Jews. 

Study V
A Christian’s Righteousness Part II: avoiding anger and lust 
(Matthew 5:21-30) 
 “You have heard…‘you shall not murder.’ But I tell you…”
This was the sixth commandment given by Moses on Mt. Sinai. It was forbidden to intentionally kill another human being. Jesus expands this commandment to include evil thoughts and feelings about a brother. Because murder and all other evil deeds begin in the heart, Jesus equates evil thoughts that might lead to murder to the external act of intentionally taking a life. 

“You have heard…‘you shall not commit adultery.’ But I tell you...”
As in the case of murder, the scribes and Pharisees applied only the literal meaning to the commandment forbidding adultery. Jesus repeats the principle that overt acts begin with secret thoughts. Hate leads to murder; lust leads to adultery. The extreme examples of plucking out an eye or cutting off a hand emphasize that Christians should avoid every temptation that keeps them from living pure lives before God.
Study VI
A Christian’s Righteousness Part III: faithfulness in marriage and honesty in speech (Matthew 5:31-37) 
“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you...”
This third contrast (about divorce) follows the second (about adultery). 
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These two situations are often related, as is the 10th commandment, “You shall not covet (your neighbor’s wife).” Note how Jesus disagreed with the Pharisees: 1) The Pharisees were preoccupied with the grounds for divorce; Jesus was concerned about the institution of marriage. 2) The Pharisees called Moses’ provision for divorce a command; Jesus called it a concession to the hardness of human hearts. 3) The Pharisees regarded divorce lightly; Jesus took it so seriously that, with only one exception, he called all remarriage after divorce, adultery. 

Jesus again identifies the human heart as the origin of sin. It was the hardness of men’s hearts that inclined Moses to allow divorce. Jesus returned marriage to its original status intended by God: a life-long commitment of both partners to love and honor. (See a fuller exposition in Matthew 19:3-9.)

“You have heard…‘Do not break your oath.’ But I tell you…”
Moses emphasized that vows were sacred: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain” (Ex. 20:7, the third commandment). The purpose of an oath is to confirm the truth of what the speaker says. The Pharisees allowed the use of God’s name in casual statements such as, “I swear by God’s name that I will meet you tomorrow.” Such a use of God’s name simply indicated their good intentions. The Pharisees did not permit the use of God’s name in situations in which lies were intentionally told. For instance, an accused person might say in a court of law, “I swear by the name of God that I did not steal the money,” when in fact he had stolen the money. The use of God’s name in the thief’s statement was an attempt to avoid prosecution for his crime. 

That is why Jesus said in Matthew 5:37, “Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’” An honest Christian does not need to swear at all.

Study VII 
A Christian’s Righteousness Part IV: non-retaliation and active love (Matthew 5:38-48) 
“You have heard…‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ But I tell you…”  
Exodus 20 contains the individual moral code. Exodus 21-23 contains ordinances based on the Ten Commandments. Several instances are recorded to give examples of damage to person and property. In law, these cases became known as Lex talionis (the law of retaliation).  These laws were intended to define justice and restrain revenge. By allowing an offended person to exact a specific revenge, Moses limited the amount of retaliation. For instance, if someone damaged the eye of another person, the one who 
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was damaged could not take excessive revenge by killing the offending person. His retaliation was limited to damaging the eye of the offender.

Jesus moves from the law of retaliation to the principle of non-retaliation which is based on forgiveness. He says to 1) turn the other cheek; 2) give your coat as well as your shirt; 3) go the second mile; 4) give or lend to those who ask. All of these examples of non-retaliation illustrate the moral superiority of the teachings of Jesus.

“You have heard…‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you…”
Jesus now addresses the concept of active love. He no longer speaks of avoiding certain actions but encourages His followers to engage their fellow men in a holy manner. He condemns a clear perversion of God’s law that was taught by the scribes and Pharisees: “Love your neighbors, but hate your enemies.” While it is true that God commanded His people to love their neighbors, nowhere does He say that they should hate their enemies. To the contrary, the scripture says, “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; if he is thirsty, give him water to drink” (Prov. 25:21). Paul quotes this scripture (Romans 12:20) in the context that Christians are not to repay evil with evil. Jesus gives still another reason for kingdom citizens to love their enemies: God loves both good and evil people (Matt. 5:45).

Jesus ends this part of His sermon by teaching His followers to be perfect or complete in their religious practices. Since no one can be perfectly holy, Jesus evidently means that His followers are to worship and serve God with all the holiness possible for them as individuals. Kingdom citizens come closer to holy perfection by taking on more of the character of Christ. By perfectly keeping the law and exposing the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus promoted a new attitude toward religion. Since kingdom citizens are the children of God, they should behave in a holy manner because God is holy. If they control their inner desires, their thoughts will not lead to sinful action (Jas. 4:1-6).
Study VIII 
A Christian’s Religion: an exercise in character, influence, and righteousness (Matthew 6:1-8; 16-18)
In the beatitudes and other sections of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches that right character will result in right action and right influence. He speaks next of three matters that demonstrate holiness: giving, praying, and 
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fasting. As with all acts of worship and godliness, these acts can be perverted. That is exactly what the scribes and Pharisees were doing. Their giving, praying, and fasting had a false motivation: to be seen and admired by others.

When He speaks of Christian giving (6:2-4): Jesus compares two types of giving: 1) giving for show and 2) giving from the heart. Jesus teaches that almsgiving is an act of mercy or pity, and He deals with the motivation behind the deed. What reward did the hypocrites seek when they gave? Obviously, they sought praise. Jesus says that this is the only reward they will receive because God will never praise hypocritical acts of worship.

Next, Jesus speaks of Christian praying (6:5-6). He compares two types of praying: 1) the public praying of hypocrites and 2) the private praying of humble people. As in the case of giving, Jesus teaches that humble people tend to be more holy than proud people.

Jesus now addresses the topic of Christian fasting (6:16-18). He compares two types of fasting: 1) the public, pretentious fasting of hypocrites and 2) the private, humble fasting of righteous people. 

In making these comparisons, Jesus introduces a system of teaching that He has already touched upon indirectly: the idea of presenting two choices to His listeners. This is a traditional method of teaching that can be easily understood by every reasonable person. When given an obviously good choice and an obviously bad choice, normally intelligent and mature people ought to choose the good option, but they do not always do so. 

The question naturally arises: Why do people make bad choices? It is because Satan is involved in everybody’s thinking which leads to choices. Satanic influence is behind all bad choices. Satan calls God’s motivation into question. He offers choices that seem to be good, whereas they are only superficially attractive. The temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden is a classic example. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life are worldly attitudes promoted by Satan. These attitudes distract people from making good choices (1 Jn. 2:15-17). Satan tempted Jesus with the same worldly choices (Matt. 4:1-11). Jesus avoided these temptations by making good choices based on the word of God (“It is written…”). Kingdom citizens have this same support in their struggle to make right choices. 
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Study IX 
A Christian’s Prayer: not mechanical but thoughtful (Matthew 6:7-15)
Now Jesus turns from the general idea of praying to the specific act of praying. Again He offers two choices: 1) the vain externalism of pagan prayers and 2) the submissive humility of the disciple’s prayer. As with all actions and motivations rejected by God, unacceptable prayer is the result of bad choices. We are taught that God is not impressed with long prayers and that empty phrases indicate an empty heart. 

Jesus presents a model of a disciple’s prayer, often called the Lord’s Prayer (6:9-13). We learn that Christian prayer is an exercise in faith. God does not need to be informed or persuaded; He is already aware of our needs. As our Father, He is eager to answer our prayers. Why, then, are our prayers not answered in the way we expect? We learn from other scripture (Jas. 4:2-3) that unanswered prayer is also the result of bad choices. James says, “You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.”

The Model Prayer (9-13)
The prayer is addressed to God, the Father, and has two parts, each with three petitions. The first part deals with the glory of God. The object of the first three petitions is that God’s name might be glorified, His kingdom be established, and His will be given first place in the hearts of all people.

Hallowed be your name… (v. 9) 
Jesus teaches us that the name of God is holy, that it should be honored and revered everywhere. “The highest science, the loftiest speculation, the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the attention of a child of God, is the name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, and the existence of the great God whom he calls his Father” (Charles Spurgeon). 

Your kingdom come… (v. 10) 
Christians today know that God’s kingdom has already come into the world, but not all people have received the kingdom of God into their lives. Kingdom citizens should pray that people everywhere would hear the message of the kingdom and allow Jesus Christ to enter their hearts. In this sense, Christians may still pray, “Your kingdom come…”

16
Your will be done… (v. 10)
God’s will is perfectly obeyed in heaven, and it is His wish that all people on earth would also obey His laws and practice righteousness. In spite of impending humiliation, pain, and death, Jesus chose to do the Father’s will (Matt. 26:42). To do the will of God was Christ’s desire (Ps. 40:8) and was the reason he came to earth (Heb. 10:9). Those who imitate this example of Christ are counted as His brothers and sisters (Mark 3:35).  

The second part of the Lord’s prayer deals with the needs of man: daily bread, forgiveness of sins, and delivery from temptation and evil. 

Give us our daily bread… (v. 11) 
Food is a fundamental requirement for human existence. Jesus instructs kingdom citizens to petition God to supply their needs, including food and all else needed to sustain life. The language implies a daily petition. Since the only community that comes together every day is the family, it may be assumed that Jesus intends that families be especially prayerful and thankful for the supply of their daily sustenance.

Forgive us our  debts (shortcomings, offenses, trespasses)… (v. 12)
Forgiveness is a need more fundamental than daily bread, for it has to do with the preservation of a holy relationship with God. Sin separates from God (Isa. 59:2) and only God’s forgiveness can bring sinners back to a covenant relationship with Him. Sin is a debt we owe to God and cannot pay, but Jesus paid this debt for us on the cross (Rom. 5:10; 2 Cor. 5:18-19).  

Deliver us from evil (the evil one)… (v. 13)
Satan is the kingdom citizen’s greatest adversary. We cannot withstand his temptations alone. Knowing this, God has given believers the Holy Spirit (Jn. 14:16) to comfort and counsel them. Jesus has promised to always be with His followers (Matt. 28:20). God is instantly accessible through prayer. All of this support against Satan is available to Christians who wear the whole armor of God, especially the shield of faith (Eph. 6:16).

Jesus ends the prayer with a doxology (praise) to signify that the reign, the power, and the glory of God will be made known or confirmed by the granting of these petitions. Jesus impresses upon His hearers that it is not alone our needs that should bring us to the throne of God in prayer. The primary purpose of prayer should be to praise God and glorify His name.   
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Study X
A Christian’s Motivation: Not material security but God’s rule (6:19-34)
Matthew Chapter 6 is divided into two halves. The first half concerns the private life that is lived out of the public eye. Here Jesus speaks of giving, praying, and fasting. He teaches that in these religious activities, Christians are to be different from the hypocrites.

The second half of this section deals with how Christians are to go about their public affairs. He speaks of the Christian association with money, possessions, food, drink, clothing, and ambition. He teaches that the Christian attitude toward these matters should be different from the materialistic attitude of irreligious people.

The disciples had both religious and secular responsibilities. The secular activities of kingdom citizens must be based on religious principles. Jesus continues to offer his disciples choices. These choices distinguish kingdom citizens from citizens of the world. 

 I. A question of treasure: What makes us truly rich? (19-21)
First, Jesus speaks of two treasures (Matt. 6:19-21). Treasures are usually desirable and of great value. Two choices are given: 1) store up your treasures on the earth, or 2) store them up in heaven. Jesus wants His disciples to consider which treasure would make them truly rich. They are to take into account the consequences of accumulating these treasures. Some questions arise: 1) What is the comparative durability of the two treasures? (Can the treasure be lost or stolen; can it rust, rot, or decay?) 2) How does each of these treasures affect the spiritual life of the disciple? (Will it draw me closer to God or turn me away from God?) 3) Does the treasure concerned distract from true happiness? (Consider whether the happiness or satisfaction is temporary or lasting.)  4) Can we take the treasure with us when we die? (Most earthly treasures are left to our heirs.)

Jesus does not speak against the accumulation of possessions in general, nor does He prohibit any pleasure or the pursuit of any happiness that is godly. Possessions, like money, are in and of themselves only objects. How disciples react to their possessions is the matter under consideration. The accumulation of treasures in heaven is obviously the wiser choice. The abundant life that Jesus spoke about (Jn. 10:10) was evidently the spirit-filled life that lays up treasures in heaven.
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II. A question of vision: How is our eyesight? (22-23)
Next, Jesus describes two bodily conditions (light and darkness, 22-23). The obvious contrast is between spiritual darkness and light. This is a natural transition in the sermon because it is the eye that is attracted most to things that are desirable. People with healthy sight will see well, whereas those who are blind cannot be much aware of what surrounds them. Consider these questions: 1) What should we be looking for? 2) What should we do when we see something that would cause us spiritual harm? Jesus teaches here that we should focus on that which is good and spiritually wholesome. To walk in spiritual darkness is far worse than the physical darkness of the blind. It is good for us to walk in the light which Jesus provides (1 Jn. 1:7).

III. A question of allegiance: Which master will we serve? (24)
Jesus continues by discussing the matter of allegiance. He presents the choice between two masters (v. 24). One or the other of these masters is in control of everybody, and a personal choice is involved in each case. Shall the master be God or money (mammon)? The world says that we can give lip service to God (Matt. 7:21-23; 15:8) but God wants us to submit completely to His authority (Ex. 20:3-4). The world says that money does not interfere with spiritual matters (Matt. 19:16-22). Scripture tells us that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Multiple warnings are given about the danger and deceitfulness of wealth (Rev. 3:17; Matt. 13:22). Jesus tells us that we are to be rich toward God (Luke 12:21) and Paul writes that we should desire the unsearchable riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8).

IV. A question of ambition: What is worth striving for? (25-34)
Jesus now describes two types of ambition, again giving the disciples two choices: 1) the stressful striving for self-satisfaction and self-reliance (that’s what pagans do) and 2) the calm reliance on God (that’s what kingdom citizens do). Our Lord addresses the concerns that kingdom citizens have about their daily lives. What are their greatest concerns? Most of them do not fear that they are too holy; rather, they are concerned about their bodies, especially in regard to food and clothing. They ask, “Will we have enough for today?” “What about tomorrow?” 

Jesus says that false or secular ambition brings worry, which is incompatible with Christian faith. On the other hand, reliance on God does not guarantee a carefree life. Believers are not exempt from trouble, from earning a living, or from their various responsibilities to others.
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Jesus teaches them that they have improper concerns. God will see to it that they have enough to sustain their lives. After all, He takes care of His creation, and His children are much more valuable that birds or flowers. Kingdom citizens should be concerned instead about God’s kingdom and His righteousness.

Study XI 
A Christian’s Relationships: to his brothers and his Father (7:1-12)
Matthew Chapter 7 has several self-contained paragraphs. Previously, Jesus has described a Christian’s character, influence, righteousness, piety, and motivation. Now He concentrates on Christian attitudes and relationships:   
1) To our brother (1-5); 2) to “dogs” and “pigs” (6); 3) to our heavenly Father (7-11); 4) to our fellow men (12); 5) to our fellow pilgrims (13-14); 6) to false prophets (15-20); and 7) to Jesus our Lord (21-27).

1. Our attitude toward our brother (1-5).
Jesus instructs kingdom citizens not to judge (1-2). In doing so, He places no restrictions on duly appointed magistrates, nor does He forbid His followers to form an opinion about the conduct of others. After all, He tells His disciples in the same sermon that they may know a tree by its fruits. Jesus warns here against the unjust and hasty condemnation of another person. 

Jesus shows the danger of a judgmental attitude by observing a hypocrite (3-4). A man who has a large wooden beam in his own eye tries to remove a speck of dust from the eye of another. Obviously, the hypocrite needs to correct the fault in his own life before giving spiritual advice to others. Jesus encourages kingdom citizens to be concerned about faults in the lives of their fellow Christians. We are to bear one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2), save the lost (Mark 16:15-16), and rescue erring brethren (Jude 22-23). We can do this only if we are able to make an assessment of their spiritual condition. This is not the hypocritical judgment that Jesus condemns.

2. Our attitude toward “dogs” and “pigs” (6).
Jesus speaks here in plain language, warning disciples that some will reject the gospel and others will have dangerous attitudes. When preaching the gospel to others, we are not to be judgmental, but discerning. Jesus means that some are worthy of the gospel, and some are not. All need salvation, but all will not be saved because all will not listen to the good news (Rom. 10:16-21).
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3. Our attitude toward our heavenly Father (7-11).
Jesus makes three promises in this section that are attached to direct commands. The disciples of Jesus who wish to have the blessings of God must ask, seek, and knock. Jesus gives this teaching as a universal statement (v. 8). He declares that those who ask will receive; those who seek will find; and the door will be opened to those who knock. The principle is illustrated by a parable (9-11). If earthly fathers give good gifts to their children, surely God will give good gifts to those who come to Him in prayer.

Some object to prayer, especially to answered prayer, on three grounds. 1) Prayer is inappropriate. God knows what we need before we ask for it, so why bother to ask? Moreover, God cannot be persuaded to grant our petitions through long and persistent prayer. While it is true that God is all-knowing and is aware of our needs, He is also our Father and wants us to exercise our faith by approaching Him in prayer. 
 
2) Prayer is unnecessary. It can be observed that even those who do not believe in God are often blessed with extraordinary health and success. Therefore, many are willing to wait for good fortune instead of resorting to prayer. Such doubters fail to realize that God’s blessings are not always measured by human standards of wealth and success. It is true that God often blesses non-believers and evil people (Matt. 5:45) but the spiritual blessings given by God to his elect are not available to the worldly person. 

3) Prayer is unproductive. This argument is presented by those who have prayed but have not received the expected answer to their prayers. They believe that their unanswered prayers are proof that prayer does not work. They may also believe that God is not good because they did not receive from God what they wanted. All should remember that God is not only good; He is wise. God knows what is good for His children and what is not. He also knows when we need to receive His blessing. It has been said that God answer prayers in four ways: 1) Sometimes He says “Yes.” 2) Sometimes He says “No.” 3) Sometimes He says “Wait.” 4) Sometimes He gives something other than what we ask for. 

We learn several lessons from our study of prayer. 1) Prayer presupposes (assumes) the knowledge that God only answers prayer according to His will. Therefore, we must learn the will of God before we approach Him in prayer. 2) Prayer presupposes the firm faith that God hears prayer and will
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give us what we truly need. This He will do in His own time, not on our schedule. 3) Prayer presupposes a desire to do God’s will. Those who are not children of God do not seek His will or take advantage of the limitless power available to them in prayer. Only through prayer may we know the true blessings of fellowship with God. This is why Jesus tells us to ask, seek, and knock.

4. Our attitude toward our fellow men (12).
Here Jesus gives to his listeners what has become known as The Golden Rule. “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.” (NIV) In this statement of Jesus, the Christian concept of community is emphasized. He has in view the attitude that kingdom citizens ought to have toward their brethren and others with whom they interact. When we examine the Golden Rule, we may contrast it to other attitudes and lifestyles that we encounter in the world. As with most of the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, we are again presented with choices. 1) The iron rule: “What’s yours is mine, and I will take it.” 2) The brass rule: “What’s mine is mine, and I will keep it.” 3) The silver rule: “What’s mine is ours, and I will share it.” 4) The Golden Rule: What’s mine is yours, and you may have it.”

All human philosophies except the Golden Rule consist of some degree of selfishness. This is human nature, but Jesus calls us to adopt a new nature, that of kingdom citizens. A thousand other rules of conduct are made unnecessary by this single pronouncement. 

Albert Barnes has written, “All that you expect or desire of others in similar circumstances, do to them. Act not from selfishness or injustice, but put yourself in the place of the other, and ask what you would expect of him then. This would make you impartial, and candid, and just. It would destroy avarice, envy, treachery, unkindness, slander, theft, adultery, and murder…It is easily applied, its justice is seen by all men, and all must acknowledge its force and value.”

Study XII 
A Christian’s Choice Part I: choosing the right way and the right prophets (Matthew 7:13-20)
In this section of His sermon, Jesus presents several more choices to kingdom citizens. He describes first (13-14) three choices Christians must make in regard to their earthly life and eternal destiny. All human beings are
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presently traveling as pilgrims in this world toward judgment day (Heb. 11:13). Jesus gives them advice for their journey. 

Jesus teaches that they may travel on either of two ways: the narrow way or the broad way. The narrow way has clearly marked boundaries and is often difficult to follow. Those who take this way will find few companions who have the conviction, faith, and dedication to pursue a path of holiness. It is much easier to follow the broad way which is spacious and easy to travel. Travelers on this way have plenty of companions who are religiously superficial and morally lax.

Next, Jesus presents the choice of two gates. The narrow gate is sometimes hard to find, and it leads to the hard road. The traveler must leave all worldly baggage behind (pride, ambition, self-righteousness, and perhaps family members) in order to enter this gate. The wide gate, on the other hand, is easily found and leads to the easy road. This gate permits the traveler to bring along plenty of luggage including sins, pride, and every worldly desire.

Then, Jesus describes two destinations to which the two ways lead. Those who enter the narrow gate and travel on the narrow way will find eternal life. Those who enter the wide gate and travel on the broad way will find eternal destruction. The two choices are clear: heaven or hell. Here and in other places, Scripture teaches clearly that all who are good and do the will of God will enter heaven, whereas hell is the ultimate destiny of the disobedient. Moses presented these same choices in the Old Testament: “… life and good, death and evil, blessing and curse” (Deut. 30:15, 19). The Psalmist speaks also of two ways that lead to “prospering and perishing” (Ps. 1).

Following His teaching about the two destinies, Jesus warns His listeners to be careful about the kind of prophets (teachers) they choose to listen to. Jesus clearly says that there are two kinds of prophets –true and false (7:15-19). He gives two characteristics of these false prophets: 1) they appear to be sheep; 2) they are in reality wolves. These words of Jesus teach us that 1) 
false prophets exist; 2) a standard exists by which to distinguish prophets; and 3) the Bible will tell us how to “try the spirits” (1 Jn. 4:1).

Jesus shows us how to recognize false prophets. He says that we may judge the tree by its fruits. A false prophet or teacher may proclaim that he speaks the words of truth. An examination his teaching in the light of God’s word 
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will prove whether or not he is teaching sound doctrine. Those who would disguise their worldly motivations by quoting scripture are wolves in sheep’s clothing. We learn from these words of Jesus that a prophet’s character and message are both important.

Study XIII
A Christian’s Choice Part II: choosing to follow Jesus (Matthew 7:21-27)
In His sermon, Jesus now turns from external to internal matters, from unsound teachers to unsound hearers. He warns us against two unacceptable alternatives: 1) a merely verbal profession (21-23); and 2) a merely intellectual knowledge (24-27).

Jesus points out the danger of lip service. He teaches that our eternal destiny is not decided completely by what we believe or say. We must also do what 
we say. It has been said that “actions speak louder than words.” Scripture tells us that faith and works belong together (James 2:14). What we say to Jesus is important, but more important is what He will say to us on Judgment Day (“Enter.” or “Depart.”).
 
Jesus ends His Sermon on the Mount by presenting two final choices regarding two kinds of building: wise and foolish (7:24-27). Notice that the teaching is not about the structure of the building. Jesus speaks of the building’s foundation. Shall we build on the rock or on the sand? Jesus had just presented choices that had to do with saying and doing (21-23). The choices now before His listeners involve hearing and doing (24-27). 

Here and in many other scriptures, kingdom citizens are warned about the dangers of merely intellectual knowledge. We are told that obedience must accompany instruction. It is not enough to be aware of Christian duty; knowledge must lead to action. Those who hear the word of God and believe in Jesus must express their faith by their works (James 1:22-25; 2:14-20). It is a sin to say we know Jesus but disobey Him (1 John 1:6; 2:4). The obvious lesson is that those who want to follow Jesus must build their lives on their faith in Him. Christ is the solid foundation that will never fail.

Conclusion: The Authority of Jesus
“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”
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Jesus did not speak like the Scribes and Pharisees. They had authority among the people, but their authority lay in the authorities they quoted (God, Moses, 
the prophets, etc.). Having no scriptural authority of their own, they were restricted to saying, “It has been said…”. 

Jesus did not speak like the prophets. The essential task of prophets was to proclaim what they had experienced during their encounters with God. When
 the prophets spoke the message of their visions, they said, “Thus says the Lord…” In other words, “This is what God told me to say.”

Jesus often quoted scripture (Matt. 4:4, 6, 7; 5:21; 11:10; Mark 7:6-7; Luke 3:4-6, etc.), and He taught the message that God had sent Him to teach (John 7:16). He had a clear vision of His identity and His mission. He came to do God’s will (Matt. 26:39; Heb. 10:9), but He also spoke in His own name and with His own authority: “I say to you…” Later, Jesus would say (Matt. 28:18-20) that all authority had been given to Him. Because all authority had been given to Him, He had the authority to authorize others to continue His work on earth. This is the basis of the Great Commission. The authority of Jesus is confirmed in several ways.

1. Jesus’ authority as the Teacher.
Jesus taught with an authority that was evident to His listeners. The methods and content of His teaching astonished those who heard Him speak (Matthew 7:29). The teaching of Jesus was not limited to a particular place and a particular people. His audience included the inhabitants of the entire world. He would soon send His disciples on a mission to preach the gospel of Christ to all people in every nation (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15-16). Jesus gave these disciples (as well as Christians today) the authority He had received from God and commanded them to “teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

2. Jesus’ authority as the Christ.
Jesus saw Himself as the Christ, the anointed of God. He was God’s Messiah who would establish the kingdom of God. The Sermon on the Mount contains five direct references to the Kingdom of God (5:3, 10; 6:10, 33; 7:21). The first recorded words of the ministry of Christ were, “The time has come. The kingdom of God has come near” (Mk. 1:15).
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3. Jesus’ authority as the Lord.
Jesus did not object to this title (7:21-23). In fact, He applied it to Himself. He saw Himself as the Lord and Master. He gave commands, expected obedience, and warned His disciples of spiritual danger.

4. Jesus’ authority as the Savior. 
Jesus knew the way of salvation and taught it. He declared who was blessed and who was not. He pointed to the narrow road that led to life. He described the foundation that was secure. In all of these ways, Jesus proved that He had 
come to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). Others who heard His message recognized Jesus as the Savior of the world (Jn. 4:42).

5. Jesus’ authority as the Judge.
Jesus spoke of the coming judgment (Matt. 7:21-23; 25:31-46). He taught the way of salvation (Matt. 11:28). He pronounced the condemnation of unbelievers (Jn. 3:18). He indicated that He will be the Judge (7:21-23). By warning His listeners of the judgment to come and preaching the message of salvation, Jesus proved Himself worthy to judge the world. 
           
6. Jesus’ authority as the Son of God.
Jesus referred to the will of God “my Father” (7:21). He spoke of “your Father in heaven” (6:14, 15, 18) but never described God as “our Father” in the sense that Jesus and His disciples were on an equal basis with God. As the one and only Son of God (Jn. 3:16) Jesus had an exclusive relationship with God the Father that no one else can claim.

The Bible identifies Jesus as the creator and sustainer of the universe (Heb. 1:2-3). The world in which we live owes its origin to Jesus, and all creation is dependent upon Him for its continuing existence. The unique authority of Jesus may be seen clearly in Isaiah’s prophecy of His birth: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). These examples are convincing evidence that Jesus had many of the attributes of God, including the authority to create, sustain, and redeem the world. 

7. Jesus’ authority as God.
Jesus put Himself on a level with God. Jesus and God are both Lord (7:21). His disciples suffer like God’s prophets (5:10-12). Jesus and God are Judges: 
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people will appeal to Jesus on Judgment Day (7:21-23). Jesus temporarily gave up His equality with God to come to earth (Phil. 2:6).

Final thoughts
Jesus taught with the authority of God and laid down the law of God. He expected people to believe His words and build their lives upon them. He said He had come to fulfill the law and the prophets. He was both the Lord to be obeyed and the Savior to bestow blessing. He put Himself at the center of Judgment. He spoke of God as His Father in a unique sense. He described a society which had the standards, values, and priorities of the kingdom of God. Jesus calls us today to be citizens of this kingdom. As kingdom citizens, we receive the blessings of God. The Sermon on the Mount, which begins with a list of God’s blessings, is the most profound message of Jesus to His followers in all ages. The truths expressed in this unique sermon are intended to redeem, encourage, and sustain the citizens of the kingdom of God until the Lord returns.
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Study Questions


Introduction
1. To whom did Jesus preach the Sermon on the Mount?
2. What was the political context of the Sermon?
3. What was the religious context of the Sermon?
4. What was the biblical context of the Sermon?
5. What are some major themes or topics addressed in the Sermon?

Study I (Matthew 5:1-6)
1. How does our normal description of blessed or fortunate people differ from the blessed people Jesus portrays (verses 1-12)?
2. What does it mean to be poor in spirit?
3. Why is being poor in spirit a condition for receiving the kingdom of heaven?
4. What promise is given to the poor in spirit?
5. How would you define mourning?
6. What is our natural reaction to mourning? Why?
7. What are some different kinds of mourning?
8. How is mourning related to poverty of spirit?
9. What promise is given to those who mourn?
10. What kind of comfort can mourners receive?
11. What is the spiritual definition of meekness?
12. What is the world’s view of meekness?
13. What is God’s view of meekness?
14. How would a true estimate of ourselves (verses 3-4) lead to a meek, gentle, and humble attitude toward others (verse 5)?
15. What promise is given to the meek?
16. What causes hunger and thirst?
17. How are hunger and thirst satisfied?
18. What type of person hungers and thirsts after righteousness?
19. Biblical righteousness has three aspects: legal, moral, and social. What does it mean to hunger and thirst for each of these?
20. What promise is given to those who hunger and thirst after righteousness?
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Study II (Matthew 5:7-12)
1. What does it mean to be merciful?
2. How is mercy distinguished from pity?
3. Does a merciful person ignore wrongdoing?
4. When we experience mercy, why does this affect our mercy toward others?
5. What promise is given to the merciful?
6. From whom do the merciful receive mercy?
7. What does it mean to be pure?
8. What does it mean to be pure in heart?
9. What is the difference between pure and innocent?
10. What promise is given to the pure in heart?
11. In what ways do the pure in heart see God?
12. What are the characteristics of a peacemaker?
13. What promise is given to peacemakers?
14. Why are peacemakers called children of God?
15. What does it mean to be persecuted?
16. Why would a peacemaker be persecuted?
17. What promise is given to peacemakers?
18. What is persecution?
19. What is the reason for the persecution mentioned in verse 11?
20. What is the difference between being offensive and causing offense?
21. Why is persecution a reason for rejoicing?
22. What promise is given to those who are persecuted?
23. What can you learn about Christian growth from the progression of the Beatitudes?

Study III (Matthew 5:13-16)
1. What are some ways in which Christians have made a positive difference in the world?
2. What qualities of salt can be applied to Christian character and influence?
3. Why must a Christian be like salt?
4. What is significant about the presence or absence of salt?
5. How does the body of Christ function as salt?
6. How can Christians lose their “saltiness?”
7. What is the function of light?
8. What two illustrations did Jesus use to explain our being light?
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9. Where does the world look for its light?
10. Have technology and increased knowledge brought spiritual light to the people?
11. What can disciples do to become the light the world needs?
12. How are we sometimes tempted to hide our light?
13. How does the world react to light?
14. What do salt and light have in common?
15. What should be the result of letting our light shine?
16. In what ways are you functioning as salt and light?
17. What must you remove from your life to let your light shine?
18. What relationship do you see between the Beatitudes and our role as salt and light in society?

Study IV (Matthew 5:17-20)
1. What are two laws—such as those having to do with traffic, possessions, or relationships—that illustrate the spiritual truth that Jesus is teaching here?
2. Why did Jesus say he had come?
3. To what does “the Law or the Prophets” refer (verse 17)?
4. Why might some people think Jesus had come to abolish the Law?
5. In what ways do Christians today sometimes indicate that the Old Testament is no longer important? 
6. How did Jesus emphasize the Law’s importance in verses 17-18?
7. How does our response to the Law affect our standing in God’s kingdom?
8. In what ways can we teach others to keep God’s commands?
9. How carefully did the scribes and Pharisees keep the Law? What was wrong with their spiritual lives?
10. How can we personally apply the warnings of verse 20?
11. What is the “righteousness” our Lord expects of his disciples?
12. From what you know of Jesus, in what ways was his life a fulfillment of the Law?
13. The prophets constantly called people to leave their idols, worship God, and love their neighbors. How is the Christian message a fulfillment of the prophets’ message?
14. In what ways has this study influenced your thinking on the value of the Old Testament?
15. How can your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees?
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Study V (Matthew 5:21-30)
1. What was the first time you recognized how deeply sin was ingrained in your thoughts, motives, and emotions?
2. What pattern do you observe in the series of statements Jesus made in this passage (verses 21-22, 27-28)?
3. What one basic principle was Jesus teaching in each of his illustrations?
4. How can we apply this principle to our lives to become more holy?  
5. As Jesus explained the commandment, what attitudes and actions did he include in “Do not murder?”
6. Does Jesus mean a Christian should never be angry? 
7. How would you define the inner attitude of the anger Jesus was speaking about in verse 22.
8. Why is it important to settle conflicts quickly?
9. What is the main point of verses 23-26?
10. Based on verses 27-30, how would you define what sin really is?
11. How seriously did Jesus view the destructive nature of sin (verses 29-30)? 
12. How does Jesus’ expansion of the commandment in verse 27 reflect the character of God?
13. Why does Jesus illustrate a holy life by referring to parts of the body?
14. What is a practical example of how verses 29 and 30 might be put into action in daily life?

Study VI (Matthew 5:31-37)
1. How do Jesus’ statements contrast with the questions he was asked?
2. What was Jesus’ view of the permanence of marriage?
3. Why is adultery so serious a matter in God’s sight?
4. How does Jesus’ teaching on marriage and divorce contrast with the modern view?
5. What was the purpose behind the law described in verse 33?
6. Why do people take oaths or make vows?
7. What is the danger of taking oaths and making vows when God’s name is used?
8. What did Jesus teach about oath taking in verses 34-37?
9. What kinds of oaths do people use today?
10. Should one take an oath in a court of law?
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11. If the Spirit of Truth dwells in us, how does this affect our “white lies” and exaggerations?
12. What enables us to simply say “yes” or “no” without oaths or vows?
13. How can ordinary truthfulness and integrity change business, community, family, and worldly relationships?

Study VII (Matthew 5:38-48)
1. Have you ever felt satisfied about getting a punishment you deserved?
2. How can just punishment become a positive experience?
3. How did the Mosaic legislation of verse 38 prevent excess revenge?
4. Does this law require that there must always be an eye for an eye?
5. What was the spirit of the original law?
6. What situations would call for you to react as Jesus describes in verses 39-41?
7. How would the practice of Jesus’ instructions in verses 39-42 improve the quality of life in the world?
8. In light of this teaching of Jesus, how should we view our possessions?
9. How had the Pharisees taught the law regarding love to others?
10. What should be the Christian attitude toward others?
11. How does God expect us to reflect the spiritual life he has given us in Christ?
12. According to Jesus, how are we to treat our enemies, and why (verses 44-45)?
13. How is our relationship to God reflected in verses 45 and 48?
14. How would you sum up the teaching of Matthew 5:43-48?

Study VIII (Matthew 6:1-8; 16-18)
1. What is distinctive about the truly religious people you know and respect?
2. How can you explain the seeming conflict between Matthew 6:1 and Matthew 5:16?
3. What name is given to God in verses 1-8?
4. What do we learn about the Father in these verses?
5. What motive is Jesus warning against?
6. What areas of personal religious life are covered in this passage?
7. What different rewards are mentioned in these verses?
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8. What does it mean to not “let your left hand know what your right hand is doing?”
9. What principles for your prayer life do you find in verses 5-8?
10. What did Jesus mean when He says to close the door when we pray?
11. If our Father knows what we need before we ask, why should we pray? What is the purpose of fasting?
12. Is there a right way and a wrong way to fast?
13. What should be our focus when we fast?
14. What steps could you take to improve your prayer life?

Study IX (Matthew 6:7-15)
1. What natural divisions do you observe in the Lord’s Prayer? 
2. What is the focus of each division?
3. Why did Jesus address God as Father when he began this model prayer?
4. What does the term Father tell you about God?
5. Does addressing God as Father give you confidence when you pray?
6. What three petitions follow that relate to God’s glory? (Notice that each phrase contains your.)
7. What do we mean when we pray, “Hallowed (holy) be your name?”
8. Why do we need to pray, “Your kingdom come” (verse 10)?
9. What areas do the next three petitions in verses 11-13 cover?
10. Should those who have plenty of food still pray for “daily bread?”
11. In what way are you completely dependent upon God for your daily 
bread?
12. When Jesus prays “Forgive us our debts,” is he speaking only of legal debts?
13. How is our heavenly Father’s forgiveness related to our forgiving others (verses 12, 14-15)?
14. What is the deliverance we are praying for?
15. In what order do the requests of this prayer appear?
16. Can you see a principle for your own living and prayer life?

Study X (Matthew 6:19-34)
1. When are you most concerned about money and material goods?
2. What, according to Jesus, are the most important things in life?
3. What did Jesus mean by treasure?
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4. How does one store up treasure on earth?
5. How does this warning apply to poor people?
6. In what ways are we often ensnared or harmed by treasure?
7. Can treasure sometimes take on a spiritual appearance?
8. What positive instruction did Jesus give about treasure?
9. How does one store up treasure in heaven?
10. In what ways is earthly treasure endangered?
11. How can we tell where our treasure really is?
12. Who is guarding our heavenly treasure?
13. How did Jesus use the illustration of the eye to teach us about our value systems?
14. How have you seen verse 24 demonstrated in contemporary life?
15. Why are true Christianity and materialism not compatible?
16. What does it mean not to worry?
17. What are we not to worry about?
18. How can our actions sometimes show that we do not trust God to provide for us?

Study XI (Matthew 7:1-12)
1. What is the difference between being judgmental and being discerning?
2. Why should we be careful about the judgments we make?
3. How will our judgments affect us?
4. What is the inner attitude that Jesus warns us about?
5. How do these verses agree with Matthew 5:7?
6. What does Jesus mean when he speaks of “specks of sawdust” and “planks?”
7. What evidence is given in these verses that we should make judgments?
8. How is verse 1 often taken out of context?
9. What kind of people is Jesus describing here?
10. What happens when that which is holy and valuable is given to the wrong people?
11. How does this teaching about judging fit in with the whole of the Sermon on the Mount?
12. Does Jesus teach in verses 7-8 that we will receive everything we want?
13. What is the difference between wants and needs?
14. Should we be careful what we ask for?
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15. Are you glad you did not receive everything you asked for in the past?
16. What point is Jesus making when he tells us to persistently ask, seek, and knock?
17. In view of the promise in verses 7 and 8, why is the quality of our Christian living so poor?
18. How are verses 7 and 8 related to the fourth beatitude: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they will be filled?”
19. What comparison did Jesus make in these verses to assure us that we will receive what we ask?
20. What contrasts did Jesus make between our earthly fathers and our heavenly Father?
21. How does the teaching given in verse 12 fit in with these verses?
22. Why is the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12) so hard to follow?
23. Do these verses explain why our prayers sometimes seem to go unanswered?

Study XII (Matthew 7:13-20)
1. What decision are we asked to make in verse 13?
2. Why is this decision not easy to make?
3. How are the two gates different?
4. How are the two roads or ways different?
5. How are the two destinations different?
6. What must Christians leave behind when they enter the narrow gate?
7. What can you do to remain on the narrow road from day to day?
8. Why are false prophets sometimes difficult to recognize?
9. What kind of person is a false prophet in today’s culture?
10. What would a false prophet say about the narrow gate?
11. How can we learn to recognize false prophets?
12. How are the deeds and words of both true and false prophets similar to the fruits of trees?

Study XIII (Matthew 7:21-27)
1. According to verse 21, what is the mark of a true disciple?
2. What was evidently wrong with the deeds of the false disciples described in verses 21-23?
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3. In spite of their admirable statements or actions, why does Jesus condemn such people?
4. Why do people so often confuse religious activity with doing the will of God?
5. What did the two men in verses 24-27 have in common?
6. What is the only difference between the two houses?
7. When does this difference become obvious?
8. What are the characteristics of a spiritually wise person?
9. What are the characteristics of a spiritually foolish person?
10. What are the important characteristics of the rock mentioned in verse 24?
11. How can we apply the characteristics of the rock to an adequate foundation in our spiritual life?

Conclusion
1. How can I be sure that I am making wise choices in my spiritual life?
2. What is the basic foundation upon which I am building my life?
3. In what specific areas do I find obedience difficult?
4. What specific changes do I need to make in my life as a result of studying the Sermon on the Mount?
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